
Historical Affairs to Sponsor
2 Programs in August 2021
(DOVER, Del. — July 27, 2021) — The wreck of the DeBraak and
War of 1812 hero Commodore Thomas Macdonough will be explored
in  virtual  programs  streamed  live  via  Zoom  by  Delaware
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs museums during the
month of August 2021. Admission is free but reservations are
required. Go to the following for additional information and
reservation  instructions:
https://history.delaware.gov/2021/07/26/division-to-sponsor-2-
virtual-programs-in-august-2021/.

Portrait  of  Commodore
Thomas  Macdonough  by
Thomas Sully that hangs
in  the  House  of
Representatives  chamber
of The Old State House.
Historical  interpreter
Steven  Mumford  will
portray  the  noted
mariner  on  Aug.  26,
2021.

Virtual programs in August 2021
Thursday, Aug. 5, 2021
“The  Wreck  of  the  DeBraak.”  Virtual  program  from  the
Zwaanendael Museum explores the history of the British
warship DeBraak which sank off the coast of Lewes in May of
1798 only to be recovered by treasure hunters nearly 200
years later. 3:30 p.m. For additional information, call
302-645-1148 or mailto:zmuseum@delaware.gov.
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Thursday, Aug. 26, 2021
“Commodore  Thomas  Macdonough  and  the  Battle  of
Plattsburgh.” Virtual living-history program from The Old
State House in which historical interpreter Steven Mumford
will portray Delaware hero Commodore Thomas Macdonough. As
part of the program, Macdonough will reminisce about his
life and activities during the War of 1812 including the
important victory at the Battle of Plattsburgh. 1 p.m. For
additional  information,  call  302-744-5054  or
mailto:OSHmuseum@delaware.gov.

Administered  by  the  Division  of  Historical  and  Cultural
Affairs, the five museums of the State of Delaware—the John
Dickinson Plantation, the Johnson Victrola Museum, the New
Castle  Court  House  Museum,  The  Old  State  House  and  the
Zwaanendael  Museum—tell  the  story  of  the  First  State’s
contributions to the history and culture of the United States.
Through tours, exhibits, and special programs, the museums
shine a spotlight on Delaware’s unique history and the diverse
people who came to live there. The museums are accredited by
the American Alliance of Museums. The New Castle Court House
Museum and the John Dickinson Plantation are partner sites of
the First State National Historical Park. The Old State House
is located on the Dover Green, another partner site of the
park.  Go  to  the  following  for  a  long-term  calendar  of
division-sponsored  events.

The Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs is an agency
of the State of Delaware. The division enhances Delaware’s
quality of life by preserving the state’s unique historical
heritage, fostering community stability and economic vitality
and  providing  educational  programs  and  assistance  to  the
general public on Delaware history. The division’s diverse
array  of  services  includes  operation  of  five  museums,
administration  of  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Office,
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conservation  of  the  state’s  archaeological  and  historic-
objects  collections,  operation  of  a  conference  center  and
management of historic properties across the state. Primary
funding for division programs and services is provided by
annual appropriations from the Delaware General Assembly and
grants  from  the  National  Park  Service,  Department  of  the
Interior, a federal agency. However, the contents and opinions
expressed  in  the  division’s  programs  and  services  do  not
necessarily reflect the views and policies of the Department
of the Interior.
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Contact:
Jim Yurasek
Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs
Phone: 302-608-5326
E-mail: Jim.Yurasek@delaware.gov
Web: http://history.delaware.gov
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